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TO PARTICIPATE IN LIVE POLLS:

◼ Visit http://pollev.com/julierishel961 
and wait for the poll questions to appear.

◼ Text the phrase JULIERISHEL961 to the phone 
number 22333 to join the session. Then text your 
responses to 22333.
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Requesting a bill from LSC
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MAKING THE REQUEST

◼ Call, email, or send a memo to LSC’s Assignment 
Clerk (RequestLSC@lsc.ohio.gov).

Any member of LSC staff can take a bill request.
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BILL DRAFTING

◼ One or more LSC drafters will work on your bill 
request.

◼ Phone calls, emails, and meetings commonly take 
place between the drafter and you or your staff 
to ensure the bill meets your needs.
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BILL RESEARCH

◼ Drafters may provide research related to your bill 
request as part of the drafting process.

◼ A member also may request research that is not 
related to a specific bill.
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RESEARCH EXAMPLES

◼Topic-related:

◼ What makes a workers’ compensation claim 
compensable?

◼ The costs involved in reinstating free hunting 
and fishing licenses for seniors 

◼ Multi-state survey on texting while driving 
statutes
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RESEARCH EXAMPLES

◼ Constituent questions
◼ Why are my Social Security benefits being reduced?

◼ What are the prescribing limits for people with chronic 
pain?

◼ What are the laws regarding handling my neighbor’s 
tree that is encroaching in my yard?

◼ When did Ohio law change to stop requiring police to 
enforce companionship/visitation laws?
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RESEARCH ASSIGNMENTS COMPLETED
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MINIMUM NUMBER OF LSC STAFF WHO 
WORK ON A BILL

6
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RECEIVING A BILL FROM LSC

◼ Each bill draft typically receives at least four 
layers of review before being delivered.

◼ Review by an LSC Division Chief with subject 
matter expertise.

◼ Legal review.

◼ Technical review.

◼ Expert proofreading and polishing.
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RECEIVING A BILL FROM LSC

◼ Bills are delivered electronically to a 
designated email inbox.

The email includes the draft, any cover letter or 
attachments the drafter sends, and contact information 

for questions or changes.
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WHAT DOES A BILL DRAFT LOOK LIKE?

l_136_1234

136th General Assembly

       Regular Session                                             B. No. 

            2025-2026                                                                                

A BILL

This is a number 
assigned by LSC
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How to read a bill
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PARTS OF A BILL

◼ Header

◼ Title

◼ Style clause

◼ Enacting Clause

◼ Bill body 

◼ Repeal clause

◼ Uncodified 
sections
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BILL TITLE – AFFECTED STATUTES
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BILL TITLE – DESCRIPTION OF CONTENT
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BILL BODY

◼Full text of affected Revised Code 
sections are included (constitutional 
requirement).

◼Sections are in numerical, not subject 
matter, order.
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WHAT’S BEING CHANGED?

New language is underlined

Existing language being removed is 
stricken
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WHAT IS BEING CHANGED

Outright repeals

Full text of repealed 
section is not in the bill

Look for the section 
number in the title 
and repeal clause
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UNCODIFIED LAW

◼ Usually at the end of the bill.

◼ Numbered as parts of the bill (Section 3, Section 
4, etc.).
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EXAMPLES OF UNCODIFIED SECTIONS

◼ Temporary law (in effect for less than 3 years)
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EXAMPLES OF UNCODIFIED SECTIONS

◼ Special law (not of general application)
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EXAMPLE OF UNCODIFIED SECTIONS

◼ Emergency clause
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Introduction
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WHAT A BILL NEEDS FOR INTRODUCTION

The Clerk won’t accept 

a bill unless it’s in 

proper form

The LSC stamp 
ensures that it is
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THE BAR CODE

Appears at the bottom 
of the first page; the 
Clerk will scan it for 

introduction
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CLERK ASSIGNS NUMBER

The bill keeps this 
number through the 

General Assembly

Indicates the 
version of the bill
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SPONSORS AND COSPONSORS
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Committee action
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FIRST HEARING

◼ Sponsor testimony

◼ LSC prepares a bill
analysis to explain
 what the bill does
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ANALYSIS ASSIGNMENTS
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SECOND HEARING

◼ Other testimony

◼ LSC prepares a
fiscal note to
explain the
bill’s costs
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FISCAL NOTE ASSIGNMENTS
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MAKING CHANGES TO A BILL

◼ Amendments

Amendment: shows the 
changes line by line
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MAKING CHANGES TO A BILL

◼ Amendments
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MAKING CHANGES TO A BILL
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HOW MANY AMENDMENTS ARE DRAFTED IN 
A GENERAL ASSEMBLY?
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MAKING CHANGES TO THE BILL
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COMPARATIVE SYNOPSES

• Prepared mostly in the House

• Compares one bill version to another
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HTTPS://WWW.LEGISLATURE.OHIO.GOV/
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HEARINGS
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COMMITTEE REPORT

• Bill is reportedly favorably from committee

• May go to floor or be re-referred to the same 
or another committee



Legislative Budget Officewww.lsc.ohio.gov | @lscohioOffice of Research and Drafting Legislative Budget Officewww.lsc.ohio.gov | @lscohioOffice of Research and Drafting

HOW TO KNOW IF A BILL’S BEEN CHANGED

◼Am. = Amended
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HOW TO KNOW IF A BILL’S BEEN CHANGED

◼Sub. = Substitute
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HOW TO KNOW IF A BILL’S BEEN CHANGED

◼Am. Sub. = Amended Substitute
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STATUS REPORT OF LEGISLATION
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STATUS REPORT OF LEGISLATION
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FLOOR VOTE
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SECOND HOUSE

◼ Process is
repeated

◼ If reported, a
synopsis of
committee 
amendments is 
produced for 
concurrence
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QUESTIONS?
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